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Birth of a Star: Piano Cat Nora (English translation)
Text by Yo Watanabe
“Neko-Biyori (“Perfect Day for Cats””) magazine, September 2007 issue

A hush fell over the full house audience at the Carnegie Hall. Everyone gasped, as the
hands—I mean paws—of the pianist started gliding over the keys. Next moment, the
audience burst into cheers and applause...

Okay, it may be quite sometime until we get to witness such a scene. But much buzz
has already been around for the amazing new talent, Nora the piano cat.

Nora’s (human) parents are both artists: her mother Betsy teaches piano (to humans,
mostly) and her father Burnell is a multi-genre artist, working with drawing, painting,
collages and digital art. “So it’s the family thing,” you may think? But interestingly, the
other four cats that were already in the house when Nora arrived did not take to piano.
Rennie, another cat who came after Nora—did show some interest in the instrument, but
what he did was climbing inside it, rather than playing. So far, Nora seems to be the only
one awakened to the artistic calling.

According to her autobiography “From Shelter to Show Bizz: A Meowmoir,” Nora
used to chase the tail of her reflection on top of one of her mother’s grand pianos. She
ran in furious circles until she got dizzy and fell off. “I always loved mom’s students,”
she recalls. So she watched their lessons carefully everyday and learned how they made
beautiful sounds. Then one day, “I jumped up on the bench of the big black piano and
put my paws on the keys. ‘Plink, plink, plunk, plink.’ I discovered I could make beautiful
music, just like the humans. It was easy. And it was fun, too”!

A video-sharing website “youtube” helped Nora’s ascent to stardom. Her debut
oeuvre “Nora the Piano Cat,” recorded and directed by her papa Burnell, quickly became
one of the most popular contents, having been viewed more than five million times since
its release in January. It created so much buzz that CNN and Martha Stewart run specials
featuring Nora.

Nora’s performance is lyrical and dynamic. As she sits on the piano bench and taps
rhythmical “Ia, ta, ta, ta....” she would get so mellow she might start rubbing her head on
the keys. Her finer sensitivities and pathos shine through her handling of minor chord
progressions; and the passage comes to a bold conclusion as she stands up and makes a
musical statement with both front paws.

According to her mother, Nora’s favorite composer is J. S. Bach. When Betsy’s
students play Bach, she would come running from another room to join in the duet. As a
symbol of recognition and encouragement to her talent, she received a bust statuette of
Bach by impressed Martha Stewart.

Nora’s performance can be seen at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZ860P4iTaM
Don’t forget to check out the sequel!




